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Hi Ashley,
 
The Decision Memo has been signed for the Eversource B112 project! Please see attached. Let me
know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
Jasmin

Jasmin Faunce (she/her)
Realty Specialist
Forest Service
White Mountain National Forest
p: 603-481-6576
jasmin.faunce@usda.gov
71 White Mountain Drive
Campton, NH 03223
www.fs.usda.gov

  

Caring for the land and serving
people

 
 
 
 

From: Friend, Ashley C <ashley.friend@eversource.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 10, 2023 6:14 PM
To: Faunce, Jasmin - FS, NH <jasmin.faunce@usda.gov>
Subject: [External Email]B112 Project Approval
 

[External Email] 
If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a vague/unexpected topic; 
Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments.
Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov

Hi Jasmin,
 
I know the Decision Memo and Form 2 for the B112 Line Rebuild are routing for final signature—
thanks again for all your work getting it to this point and the amazing communication you’ve been

mailto:jasmin.faunce@usda.gov
mailto:ashley.friend@eversource.com
mailto:jasmin.faunce@usda.gov
https://www.fs.usda.gov/
https://usda.gov/
https://twitter.com/forestservice
https://www.facebook.com/pages/US-Forest-Service/1431984283714112
mailto:Spam.Abuse@usda.gov
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File this form with Form 2, maps, and other supporting documents in the project folder under appropriate Small 
Projects Day date and district subfolder: https://usfs.box.com/s/fy5obuq7ekwfmgc70e1apxu5izsuala8. 


Save shapefiles and map projects (mxd files) on the T drive: 
T:\FS\NFS\WhiteMountain\Program\1900Planning\GIS\NEPA_Process\SmallProjectsDay 


1. Project Name: B112 Transmission Line Rebuild and Optical Ground Wire 
2. Project Location—Include town(s), major roadways, and other pertinent landmark labels. Attach a map. 
Map should be at an appropriate scale and extent to orient a reader unfamiliar with the project location: 
The B112 Transmission Line Rebuild and Optical Ground Wire Project crosses through the White Mountain 
National Forest in the Town of Sandwich between Lower Hall Pond Road and Mount Israel Road. The 
transmission line corridor also crosses Sandwich Notch Road and Kiah Pond Road.  
3. Project Proponent/Contact—Include applicant information if project is not internal. Include WMNF contact 
information: 
Eversource Energy is the applicant, Att: Ashley Friend, Licensing and Permitting Specialist at 
ashley.friend@eversource.com or 603-634-2992. 
WMNF Contact: Jasmin Faunce, permit administrator, jasmin.faunce@usda.gov, 603-481-6576 
4. Implementation Timeframe—When is the project expected to start? Is timing critical? If so, why? 
The overall project is proposed to begin in July 2024, and construction is anticipated to take about one year 
pending unforeseen weather or project delays. Timing is critical in order to complete the project safely and in 
accordance with outage schedules.  
5. Project Funding—Is the project funded, or expected to be funded within proposed timeframe? 
It is anticipated the project will be funded prior to start of construction.  
6. Implementation Mechanism (e.g., contract, partner, permittee, force account): 
Eversource will award the rebuild project to a subcontractor familiar with this type of work.  
7. Special Uses—Does the project require an SUP? Has an SUP application been accepted? 
A special use permit is in place. The existing permit authorizes corridor maintenance, line and pole repair and 
replacement. 
8. Project fits a CE? (Yes/No) Yes 


9a. CE Name and Number: 220.6(e)(2) Additional construction or reconstruction of existing telephone or 
utility lines in a designated corridor. 


9b. Is a DM required? Yes 


10. Purpose and Need—Describe relationship between the current and desired future condition. Why is the 
project needed? 
The existing utility poles are wooden poles that are old and worn, and have been extensively damaged by 
various wildlife, including clawing from bears. The poles must be replaced in order to maintain the safety and 
reliability of the transmission line. 
11. Project Description—Who, what, where, when, and how. Will trees be cut (about how many, what 
diameter, is a timber prescription needed)? Are there seasonal restrictions? Describe acres (footprint), access, 
methods, equipment, and duration, etc. 
Eversource is proposing to rebuild the existing and maintained B112 Transmission Line and replace existing 
static wire with Optical Ground Wire (OPGW). This project is part of a larger pole replacement project however, 
the B112 Transmission Line also crosses through and includes about 4.6 miles of WMNF between Lower Hall 
Pond Road and Mount Israel Road in the Town of Sandwich within the WMNF. Eversource is proposing to 
replace 58 existing utility poles within this permitted ROW in kind within the same footprint yet changing from 
wood poles to steel poles with equivalent design (see photos).  Structure heights will increase on average 10-
15-ft which is required to meet current National Electric Safety Code Standards. Replaced poles will be 



https://usfs.box.com/s/fy5obuq7ekwfmgc70e1apxu5izsuala8
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removed from the site. Eversource is supplying the poles provided from a pole manufacturer specializing in 
manufacturing poles located in the New England area. Specifically, where the poles will be coming from is 
dependent on unit costs, availability, product shipping costs and available stock. Steel could be imported to an 
American importer or exported by an exporter to a pole manufacturer that manufactures steel poles. Where 
access and work pads are proposed within wetlands, Eversource will utilize heavy tracked equipment such as a 
lift crane, boom truck and pole carrier to minimize damage to soils and wet areas in addition to temporary 
timber matting in order to cross wetlands and minimize/prevent rutting and compaction in wetlands. Individual 
timber mats are about four by sixteen feet and will be replaced in adjoining segments in order to span wetlands. 
Upon completion of work, temporary timber matting will be removed, and impacted wetlands will be restored by 
seeding and adding mulch. In uplands, Eversource is proposing grading and construction of about sixteen feet 
width gravel access roads and seventy-five square foot gravel work pads at most structure locations. 
Eversource would need to access Kiah Pond Road for the duration of the project. Some select structures will 
require up to one-hundred square foot work pads based on structure type and/or location. Upon completion of 
work, Eversource is proposing to leave access roads in place in order to access structures in the event of an 
emergency and will reduce gravel work pads to an approximate sixty foot by thirty-foot area in order for bucket 
trucks to access structures in emergencies and/or structure maintenance. Once structure replacements are 
complete, Eversource will replace existing static wire with OPGW which will serve to protect conductor wires 
below it from lightning during storm events and enhance communication between Eversource substations to 
identify locations where the line is damaged if needed.  
Eversource is not proposing to expand the width of the right of way or add any new lines; the replacement 
structures will be located in the same alignment as the existing structures. Work is proposed within the existing 
and routinely mowed and maintained utility corridor, and therefore extensive tree cutting is not anticipated as 
part of this project. Work is scheduled to begin in July 2024 and continue for about one year. 
Upland impacts for grading and addition of stone total about fifteen acres of impact. However this estimate 
includes construction of 75 square foot and select 100 square foot work pads which will be reduced in size 
upon completion of work to thirty by sixty-foot pads and temporarily graded areas will be restored to original 
grades to the greatest extent once work is complete. In addition, the project includes up to about three acres of 
temporary wetland impacts due to placement of temporary timber matting which will be restored upon 
completion of work. 
12. Management Areas and Forest Plan—Describe affected MAs and any potential inconsistencies with 
Forest Plan. 
Management Area 2.1 General Forest MA. 
13. Known Resource Conditions/Issues: 
Eversource has contracted a heritage survey contractor and is currently in process. WMNF has been notified 
and a survey permit issued. 
14. Public Involvement—Describe anticipated level of public involvement (e.g., SOPA only, length of scoping 
period, etc.). What is target SOPA publication date? Will Public Affairs be needed? 
Eversource will contact adjacent landowners, Town of Sandwich, and we will post on SOPA 


 


Project is appropriate and ready for consideration at Small Projects Day. 


Brooke M. Brown  3/23/2023 


Responsible Official  Date 
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Resource Participation in Analysis Review 
Table-Block and Subject Specialist Name Review Complete 


Table 1. Federally listed threatened or 
endangered species, designated 
critical habitat, and Forest Service 
sensitive species (Botany) 


/s/Dan Sperduto 10/6/2023 


Table 1. Federally listed threatened or 
endangered species, designated 
critical habitat, and Forest Service 
sensitive species (Wildlife) 


Keith D. VanGorden 2/2/2023 


Table 2. Floodplains, Wetlands, and 
Municipal Watersheds 


Erica Roberts 9/15/2022 


Designated Wilderness Areas Ryan Twomey 1/26/2023 


Appalachian National Scenic Trail Ryan Twomey 1/26/2023 


Designated or Eligible Wild and Scenic 
Rivers 


/s/ Theresa Corless 9/20/2022 


Table 4. Roadless Areas /s/ Theresa Corless 9/20/2022 


Table 5. Research Natural Areas Patrick Moran 9/20/2022 


Table 6. American Indians and Alaska 
Native Religious or Cultural Sites; 
Archaeological Sites or Historic 
Properties or Areas 


Sarah Jordan 1/18/2023 


Engineering /s/ Johanna Nugent 10/2/2023 


Forestry /s/ Ben Farina 1/24/2023 


Fuels and Fire Management Shannon Gurney 9/19/2022 


Land Survey /s/ Kevin Tilton 10/4/2023 


Non-native Invasive Species/Botany /s/Dan Sperduto 10/6/2023 


Public Health and Safety and 
Accessibility 


Ken Allen 5/4/2023 


Recreation Ryan Twomey 1/26/2023 


Riparian and Aquatic Habitats and 
Water Resources 


Erica Roberts 9/15/2022 


Scenery Management Ken Allen 5/4/2023 


Soil Patrick Moran 9/20/2022 


Wildlife Keith D. VanGorden 2/2/2023 
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Extraordinary Circumstances Determinations 
Table 1. Federally listed threatened or endangered species, designated critical habitat, and Forest 
Service sensitive species 


Resource Review Botany Wildlife 


Are federally listed threatened or endangered species or suitable habitat possible 
in the project area? Yes Yes 


Is any designated or proposed critical habitat present in the project area? No No 
Are RFSS possible in the project area? Yes Yes 
Is a field visit recommended? Yes No 
Are conservation measures needed? Yes No 
Will the proposed action potentially have measurable effects on T&E species? No No 
Will the proposed action potentially have measurable effects on RFSS? Yes No 
Determination of Effects under Endangered Species Act1 Botany Wildlife 


1. No effect to species or critical habitat ☒ ☒ 


2. May affect, but is not likely to adversely affect species or critical habitat ☐ ☐ 


Has concurrence from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service been received? 
☐Yes, Date: Select date  
☐No ☐NA 


  


3. May affect, and is likely to adversely affect species or critical habitat ☐ ☐ 


Has the Biological Opinion from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service been 
received?  
☐Yes | Date: Select date  
☐No ☐NA 


  


Determination of Effects to Sensitive Species Botany Wildlife 


1. Will not result in a trend toward federal listing or loss of viability ☒ ☒ 


2. Will result in a trend toward federal listing or loss of viability ☐ ☐ 


Additional Rationale and Supporting Information 
Wildlife: Could have temporary effects on monarch butterflies.  In maintenance areas where milkweed is 
present avoid damage to milkweed where possible. 


Botany: The powerline cuts through potential small whorled pogonia (federally threatened) habitat. 
There is a low but not impossible chance of it occurring in the project area (one site for small whorled 
pogonia in NH occurs within a powerline ROW). There is also a low chance of RFSS occurring in the 
project area. Surveys will primarily be for NNIS potential. 


Botany final effects analysis/mitigations: 


1. No small whorled pogonia was noted based on surveys of the corridor, and no plants detected. 
No effects. 


2. Canada Mountain Ricegrass (Piptatherum canadense, CMRG) occurs in two patches in the area 
by existing structure #79/proposed #78. 


 
1 Include brief rationale for effects determination(s) or reference other project documentation in Additional 
Rationale and Information section. 







Project Name: Eversource B112 Transmission Line Rebuild 
Small Projects Day Form 2—Resource Specialist Review 


v. 20220805  Page 3 of 9 


a. Effects conclusion in Biological Evaluation is “may affect but not likely to result in loss of 
viability or result in a trend toward federal listing.” Mowing and light disturbance 
associated with ROW maintenance likely contributes to the suitability of the site for this 
species to persist; mitigations for protection of the population described here are 
predicted to be within the range of tolerance of the species. 


b. The CMRG locations will be clearly flagged and on-site equipment operators will be 
oriented to the rare plant locations to reduce chances of incidental impacts. 


c. Eversource proposed mitigation for protecting CMRG is accepted: Upland matting will 
be placed on the central and eastern portion of the main colony of CMRG as staging to 
install new poles (workpad area), without grading of the ground in the population area. 
The remainder of the colony will be avoided as much as possible during implementation, 
including avoidance of incidental ground disturbance or regular vehicular traffic.  


d. Matting will be installed in October or at commencement of implementation and will be 
removed before the growing season in 2024. Preference is for earlier removal as soon as 
feasible after completion of the pole installation work at the CMRG location. This will 
allow for normal precipitation and freeze thaw action at the site that may affect the 
plant. 


e. WMNF may inspect the worksite location during implementation. 
f. WMNF requests that Eversource monitor the Mountain Ricegrass population after 


implementation is completed, with attention to population area both under and outside 
of the upland matting locations to determine plant status. 


3. No other RFSS were documented within the ROW. 


 


Table 2. Floodplains, Wetlands, and Municipal Watersheds 
Have necessary state and/or federal permits been obtained? No 


Is a field visit recommended? No 


Are design features needed? No 


Will the proposed action potentially have measurable effects on any of these 
resources? 


No 


Additional Rationale and Supporting Information 
BMPs will be implemented to mitigate any potential impacts; Proponent will obtain all necessary 
permits; Forest Service rep to oversee project implementation. 


Table 3. Congressionally Designated Areas 
Designated Wilderness Areas  


Wilderness Area Name(s) NA 


Is a minimum requirements decision guide (MRDG) required? NA 


Has additional approval been obtained, if needed (e.g., Regional 
Forester for helicopter use? 


NA 


Is a field visit recommended? NA 


Are design features needed? NA 


Will the proposed action potentially have measurable effects on any of 
these resources? 


No 







Project Name: Eversource B112 Transmission Line Rebuild 
Small Projects Day Form 2—Resource Specialist Review 


v. 20220805  Page 4 of 9 


Appalachian National Scenic Trail  


Is a field visit recommended? NA 


Are design features needed? NA 


Will the proposed action potentially have measurable effects on this 
resource? 


NA 


Designated or Eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers  


River Name(s) and Type(s) NA NA 


Is a field visit recommended? NA 


Are design features needed? NA 


Will the proposed action potentially have measurable effects on this 
resource? 


NA 


Additional Rationale and Supporting Information 
No effect 


Table 4. Roadless Areas 
Roadless Area Name(s)  Sandwich-5 IRA 


Is a field visit recommended? No 


Are design features needed? No 


Will the proposed action potentially have measurable effects on this 
resource? 


No 


Is Regional Forester or Forest Supervisor review complete, if needed? N/A 


Additional Rationale and Supporting Information 
No Roadless Area Conservation Rule areas exist in the project area, project will not build any ML-2 or 
greater roads or have substantial tree cutting. 


Table 5. Research Natural Areas 
Research Natural Area name(s) NA 


Is a field visit recommended? No 


Is Research and Development concurrence complete? NA 


Are design features needed? No 


Will the proposed action potentially have measurable effects on any of 
these resources? 


No 


Additional Rationale and Supporting Information 
No effect 


Table 6. American Indians and Alaska Native Religious or Cultural Sites; Archaeological Sites or 
Historic Properties or Areas 


Is a field visit recommended? Yes 


Are design features needed? No 
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Is tribal coordination required? NA 


Is tribal coordination complete? NA 


Determination of Effects under the National Historic Preservation Act: 
The pertinent specialist has reviewed the proposed action and made the following determination 
regarding Section 106 compliance: 


No historic properties affected - 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1). Section 106 Review has been completed for the 
project area, no historic properties present or present but undertaking will have no effect upon them as 
defined in § 800.16(i) (see comments section) 


SHPO concurrence received? Yes Date received: 11/4/2022 


Additional Rationale and Supporting Information 
*Note that comments by SHPO on concurrence form pertain to sites not on WMNF lands. 


Other Forest Plan, Law, Regulation, and Policy Consistency 
Table 7. Other resource conditions considered for consistency with applicable forest plan 
direction, law, regulation, and policy 


Resource Analysis and Rationale 
Engineering Field visit recommended: No 


Need for design package: No 
Rationale and Comments: No design needed 


Forestry Potentially measurable effects: No 
Field visit recommended: No 
Need for timber stand prescription: NA 
Rationale and Comments: No effect 


Fuels and Fire 
Management 


Potentially measurable effects: No 
Field visit recommended: No 
Rationale and Comments: No effect 


Land Survey Field visit recommended: No 
Need for additional documentation: No 
Rationale and Comments: Analysis of SUP and existing easements, along 
with access easements has been performed. 


Non-native Invasive 
Species/Botany 


Potentially measurable effects: Yes 
Field visit recommended: Yes 
Rationale and Comments: Purple loosestrife occurs inside the project area, 
and Japanese knotweed and Japanese barberry are known nearby. Surveys 
are recommended. 
 
SEE SUPPORTING PROJECT DOCUMENTATION SECTION BELOW FOR 
STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES AND SPECIFIC PROJECT MITIGATIONS 
 


Public Health and Safety Potentially measurable effects: NA 
Field visit recommended: NA 
Rationale and Comments: No effect 


Accessibility Potentially measurable effects: NA 
Field visit recommended: NA 
Rationale and Comments: No effect 
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Resource Analysis and Rationale 
Recreation Potentially measurable effects: No 


Field visit recommended: No 
Rationale and Comments: No effect 


Riparian and Aquatic 
Habitats and Water 
Resources 


Potentially measurable effects: No 
Field visit recommended: No 
Rationale and Comments: BMPs will be implemented to mitigate any 
potential impacts; Proponent will obtain all necessary permits; Forest 
Service rep to oversee project implementation 


Scenery Management Potentially measurable effects: Yes 
Field visit recommended: No 
Rationale and Comments: Maintain context of color / texture. Limit any 
additional overstory impacts beyond existing conditions. 


Soil Potentially measurable effects: No 
Field visit recommended: No 
Rationale and Comments: Follow state BMPs to minimize effects to soils. 


Wildlife Potentially measurable effects: No 
Field visit recommended: No 
Rationale and Comments: None 


Supporting Project Documentation 
Table 8. Applicable project file documentation to support analysis 


Documentation Type File Name and Location 
  
  
  
  
  


Additional Information 
Non-Native Invasive Species Standards and Guidelines, and applicable Standard Operating 
Procedures and project specific mitigations:  


Forest Plan Standards and Guidelines (check all that apply and include specifics if necessary after 
the checked item in italics). Standards and Guidelines in normal text come from the 2005 Forest 
Plan. 
 


☒  S-1 Non-na�ve invasive species must not knowingly be brought onto the Forest for any project, 
landscaping, or other purpose. 


☒  S-2 Forest projects or approvals must consider weed preven�on measures to minimize the 
chances of new infesta�ons occurring because of project ac�vi�es. The intent is not to 
prohibit all ground disturbances or to require exhaus�ve mi�ga�on measures for minor 
ac�vi�es, but to take ac�on where possible to minimize opportuni�es for invasive species to 
become established.  
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• Numerous preventative measures are included by reference in Eversource documents, 
in addition to WMNF measures detailed in this section. 


o NH  DES Administrative rules Env-Wt.05 


o NH DNCR BMPs for Utility Maintenance in or near wetlands and waterbodies 
(2019). Six specific BMPs are noted in Eversource B112 Transmission Line 
Invasive Plant Survey Report, July 2023. Note that that FS requirements 
overlap but are not identical to some of these measures. 


☒  S-3 In revegeta�on or rehabilita�on efforts, na�ve or non-persistent (annual, biannual, or sterile) 
species must be used. 


o WMNF Botanist shall review and approve any specific seed mixes proposed for use in 
the project area. 


o In most circumstances, WMNF recommends reliance on native seed and propagule 
response from on-site natural soils rather than active seeding, unless invasive plants 
are established or seeding is needed for erosion control.  


☒  S-4 Gravel and fill must come from weed-free sources. The Forest Service will be available to 
work with owners of local gravel sources to iden�fy weed-free borrow material in their pits. 
The en�re pit or fill area need not be iden�fied as weed-free; material may be used that is 
not likely to contain invasive plants or seeds. If gravel or fill cannot be iden�fied as weed-free, 
project monitoring must be conducted for three years following implementa�on to assure no 
new infesta�ons occur. If infesta�ons are found, eradica�on must occur within a suitable 
�meframe to prevent further spread. 


• WMNF staff retains the option to inspect gravel and fill sources at the pits or at work 
sites.  


• Eversource indicated the following regarding fill sources: B112 Project is sourcing 
gravel import materials have been reviewed by Eversource Engineering and adhere to 
NHDOT 304.4 stone specification, which is processed from dense ledge rock that is free 
of vegetation.  


Burke Quarry in Conway, Pike Industries, Brox Industries & Central NH Aggregates LLC. 


All stone has been run through multiple wash cycles at the quarry. Material is picked 
up from the gravel manufacturer by the contractor and transported to the site directly 
to minimize and prevent any risk of contamination of invasives. Further, visual 
inspections are conducted of on-site stockpiles to ensure no plants have been 
introduced to the material upon arrival. 


☒  S-5 When sources of cer�fied weed-free mulch and seed are available locally at reasonable cost, 
they must be used on erosion control projects requiring mulch and seed. 


☒  S-6 Heavy equipment must be visibly free of seeds or plant material prior to entering the Forest 
for project work. In order to minimize the spread of exis�ng invasive plants, heavy equipment 
must be cleaned to be visibly free of seeds or plant material when moving between project 
units if invasive plants exist in areas being vacated, or if units have not been surveyed for 



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.google.com%2Fsearch%3Fclient%3Dsafari%26sca_esv%3D570717024%26hl%3Den-us%26q%3DBurke*Quarry%26ludocid%3D478688149359088243%26lsig%3DAB86z5VRgq3uUvezIAsP-SDMFhUS%26kgs%3D2cc98df2342321b9%26shndl%3D-1%26shem%3Dlbsc%2Clsp%26source%3Dsh*x*kp*local*m1*3__%3BKy8vLy8v!!A_2VBGNDm7Y!tzStjE3VkcEPEy6_M5uLoBkqeA0UYonkb7_v5SxucV4nn9kWEWrASaquT0CuvrHWF5Ud-eKIWEc3PYhxBVz5wfXudmcJq2bHHXk%24&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel.d.sperduto%40usda.gov%7C1344836305254a61f53d08dbc5cd61ed%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321258146815515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lv%2F98Fj%2FxarhrNWftNKwmrQD9sQsj6UGLZVBwPTbnWo%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpikeindustries.com%2Flocations%2Fbelmont-aggregates-627&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel.d.sperduto%40usda.gov%7C1344836305254a61f53d08dbc5cd61ed%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321258146815515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ikmPdlmTpD0WEKRlYI5kblogRd5EaxLTUsbJicLU4ic%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.google.com%2Fsearch%3Fclient%3Dsafari%26sca_esv%3D570717024%26hl%3Den-us%26q%3DBrox*Industries%26ludocid%3D14572998234685633787%26lsig%3DAB86z5UYh6Ai8tenCnr-2uAWj5RT%26kgs%3Dc9da19382098b8ee%26shndl%3D-1%26shem%3Dlbsc%2Clsp%26source%3Dsh*x*kp*local*m1*3__%3BKy8vLy8v!!A_2VBGNDm7Y!tzStjE3VkcEPEy6_M5uLoBkqeA0UYonkb7_v5SxucV4nn9kWEWrASaquT0CuvrHWF5Ud-eKIWEc3PYhxBVz5wfXudmcJI2hLQZk%24&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel.d.sperduto%40usda.gov%7C1344836305254a61f53d08dbc5cd61ed%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321258146815515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BCBH7ztzN8eivcnz96CA3n5Cp%2BpLklC1FKlp2L1X74M%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.google.com%2Fsearch%3Fclient%3Dsafari%26sca_esv%3D570717024%26hl%3Den-us%26q%3DCentral*NH*Aggregates*LLC%26ludocid%3D10071585685934086751%26ibp%3Dgwp%3B0%2C7%26lsig%3DAB86z5XgaqH0bMrLK8nxm1wMc4LX%26kgs%3D7a713632e0bd0813%26shndl%3D-1%26shem%3Dlbsc%2Clsp%26source%3Dsh*x*kp*local*m1*3__%3BKysrLy8vLy8!!A_2VBGNDm7Y!tzStjE3VkcEPEy6_M5uLoBkqeA0UYonkb7_v5SxucV4nn9kWEWrASaquT0CuvrHWF5Ud-eKIWEc3PYhxBVz5wfXudmcJqpgnh10%24&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel.d.sperduto%40usda.gov%7C1344836305254a61f53d08dbc5cd61ed%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321258146815515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2PPGs9Z%2FYQEo7i6ooqLfxwLjkfbqNWNAfBxfUyDXY%2Bw%3D&reserved=0
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invasive plants. The Forest Service will work to educate heavy equipment operators regarding 
these standards prior to project implementa�on. 


o WMNF staff retains the option to inspect equipment and upland matting prior to 
entering the WMNF. 


☒  S-7 Non-na�ve invasive plants or their parts removed during eradica�on efforts must be disposed 
of in a manner that prevents new infesta�ons elsewhere. 


o Eversource observance of state BMPs to retaining topsoil on site of drill hole dredge 
material, and other disturbed soil in vicinity of invasives, will help prevent 
additional spread of invasive plants. 


☒  G-1 Areas under exis�ng permits should have on-site non-na�ve invasive species control plans in 
place to minimize spread to other areas. 


o The invasive plants Mugwort/Wormwood and Sheep Sorrel, identified by 
Eversource, should be controlled prior to commencement of site work. Since these 
are small infestation areas, hand pulling or digging should be adequate for initial 
control of above ground and removable plant parts. Following manual control, 
geotextile fabric will be placed over the invasive population area and upland 
matting on top of the fabric. If topography and soil conditions require grading due 
to unsafe field conditions that would not support matting, a hole will be excavated 
within the upland work pad footprint and the invasive population (common 
wormwood/sheep sorrel) would be excavated and placed within that hole, buried, 
and covered with material to encapsulate the population. 


o Initial control plan for the B112 corridor on WMNF following implementation shall 
consist of: 1) Monitoring of ROW in at least two of the first three growing seasons 
following implementation to identify any newly emergent invasives; and 2) control 
of any newly detected invasive species in coordination with Botany staff and 
consistent with the WMNF Forest Wide Invasive Plant Control Plan.  


Standard Operating Procedures (check all that apply and include specifics if necessary after each 
checked box) 
☒  SOP-1  Prior to the start of ground-disturbing ac�vi�es, an NNIS control plan shall be prepared and 


implemented. Responsibility: See above initial monitoring and control plan under G-1. 


☒  SOP-2  Soil disturbance shall be minimized to the extent prac�cal. 


☒  SOP-3  Project ac�vi�es shall be conducted by working from areas of no or lesser infesta�on to areas 
of heavier infesta�on, to the extent prac�cal. 


o Map tile #s 4-8 have high concentrations of reed canary grass (RCG). 1-3 and 9-10 
have relatively low concentrations. Eversource indicates that work will commence 
from both ends, working towards the interior. This is effectively working from lesser 
to heavier infested areas.  


☒  SOP-4  If proposed ac�vi�es will increase NNIS risk, then small infesta�ons already exis�ng in the 
project area shall be controlled before ground disturbance begins. Responsibility: See above 
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control recommendations under G1.  Larger infesta�ons will be addressed in the NNIS 
control plan. Note: no control action is currently recommended for RCG locations, but 
avoiding disturbance where possible will limit spread. 


 


 


Additional Comments 
Recommend decision memo to be submitted to authorized offical to make decision. 


Decision Documentation 
Based on the analysis review above, the proposed project can be categorically excluded from 
documentation in an environmental assessment or environmental impact statement: Yes 


Documentation type: Decision memo 


If decision memo is selected, complete and attach Small Projects Day Form 3—Decision Memo. 


Completion and Review 


/s/ Brooke M. Brown October 10, 2023 


Brooke M. Brown 


Pemigewasset District Ranger 


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering 
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender 
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.  
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a 
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a 
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.  
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
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Decision Memo 
Eversource B-112 Transmission Line Rebuild 


USDA Forest Service 
White Mountain National Forest, Pemigewasset Ranger District 


Carroll County, New Hampshire 


Decision and Rationale for Categorically Excluding the 
Proposed Action 
After careful consideration of public input, the recommendations of appropriate resource 
specialists, and the requirements of applicable laws and regulations, I have decided to implement 
the Eversource B-112 Transmission Line Rebuild project in Sandwich, Carroll County, New 
Hampshire. Project activities include replacing the current wooden transmission line pole 
structures with more resilient steel pole structures and replacing the current shield wire with 
optical ground wire. Additional information is provided in the “Small Projects Day Form 1—
Project Information” (attached). 


Project Design Features 
The following project-specific measures to minimize or avoid potential impacts to key resources 
shall be implemented as part of this project. 


• Avoid damage to milkweed plants where possible


• All direction to minimize effects to Canada Mountain Ricegrass listed in form two, table
one shall be followed.


• National and state best management practices for water quality and erosion control shall
be followed.


• The Forest botanist shall review and approve any specific seed mixes proposed for use in
the project area.


• Equipment will be washed prior to entry onto the Forest; this includes soil and vegetative
matter on wheels or tracks.


• Gravel and fill must come from weed-free sources to the extent practical. If gravel or fill
cannot be identified as weed-free, project monitoring must be conducted for three years
following implementation to assure no new infestations occur.


• The invasive plants Mugwort/Wormwood and Sheep Sorrel, identified by Eversource,
should be controlled prior to commencement of site work.


• Should any new invasive plant infestations occur after project implementation, these
infestations shall be controlled in coordination with Botany staff and consistent with the
WMNF Forest Wide Invasive Plant Control Plan.


This action is categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact statement 
or environmental assessment. The action is a routine activity within the following category of 
exclusion found at 36 CFR 220.6 (e)(2) Additional construction or reconstruction of existing 
telephone or utility lines in a designated corridor. 
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Based on information presented in this document and the project record, including input from 
appropriate resource specialists, I have evaluated the resource conditions listed in 36 CFR 
220.6(b)(1) and determined there are no extraordinary circumstances related to this project. 
Supporting information is provided in the “Small Projects Day Form 2—Resource Specialist 
Review” (attached). Eversource shall follow resource specialist’s mitigation during and after 
implementation. 


Public Involvement 
This project received one comment.  The commentor wanted to know the height of towers and if 
replacing towers was just considered maintenance.  


Findings Required By and/or Related to Other Laws and 
Regulations 
My decision is consistent with the 2005 White Mountain National Forest Land and Resource 
Management Plan. This decision also complies with all applicable laws and regulations, including 
the National Environmental Policy Act, National Forest Management Act, Endangered Species 
Act, and National Historic Preservation Act. 


Administrative Review and Objection Opportunities 
This decision is not subject to administrative review, or objection pursuant to 36 CFR 218. 


Implementation Date and Contact Information 
Categorically excluded projects are not subject to notice, comment, or opportunity to appeal 
pursuant to 36 CFR 215. Therefore, this decision may be implemented immediately.  


For additional information concerning this decision, contact: Marianne Leberman, Special Uses 
Program Leader by email at marianne.leberman@usda.gov, by phone at 603-536-6236, or by mail 
at ATTN: Marianne Leberman, 71 White Mountain Dr., Campton, NH, 03223. 


Derek J.S. Ibarguen
Forest Supervisor 
White Mountain National Forest


Date 


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating 
in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national 
origin, sex, religious creed, disability, age, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. 



mailto:marianne.leberman@usda.gov
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Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or 
local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech 
disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, 
program information may be made available in languages other than English. 


To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, 
(AD-3027) found online at: How to File a Complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to 
USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 


Note: We make every effort to create documents that are accessible to individuals of all abilities; however, 
limitations with our word processing programs may prevent some parts of this document from being 
readable by computer-assists. If you need assistance with this document, please contact the White 
Mountain National Forest at (603) 536-6100. 


This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 



https://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/filing-program-discrimination-complaint-usda-customer

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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providing!
 
I wanted to inform you of a final attempt to execute the placement of matting within the two
previously mentioned wetland areas (structures 68-69 & 89-90) in order to comply with the Best
Management Practices NH Fish & Game has required for overwintering turtle habitat protection.
 
In order to execute this work, we need to provide the helicopter company with a final decision no

later than 9:45am tomorrow, Wednesday October 11th. Is the final signature anticipated by this
time?
 
Please keep me posted and I will plan to follow up with you in the morning.  
 
Thanks again,
Ashley
 
AShley Friend

Specialist - Licensing & Permitting

13 Legends Drive, Hooksett, NH 03106
603-634-2992
Ashley.Friend@Eversource.com
 
 

This electronic message contains information from Eversource Energy or its affiliates that may be
confidential, proprietary or otherwise protected from disclosure. The information is intended to be
used solely by the recipient(s) named. Any views or opinions expressed in this message are not
necessarily those of Eversource Energy or its affiliates. Any disclosure, copying or distribution of this
message or the taking of any action based on its contents, other than by the intended recipient for
its intended purpose, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender immediately and delete it from your system. Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be
error-free or secure or free from viruses, and Eversource Energy disclaims all liability for any
resulting damage, errors, or omissions.

mailto:Ashley.Friend@Eversource.com

