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February 29, 2024 
 
EVERSOURCE ENERGY 
C/O JEREMY FENNELL 
13 LEGENDS DR 
HOOKSETT NH 03106 
 
Re: Administrative Completeness Notice – Standard Dredge and Fill Wetlands Permit Application (RSA 482-A) 

NHDES File Number: 2024-00515 
Subject Property: Eversource G146 Transmission Line Right Of Way, Allenstown, Tax Map #ROW, Lot #ROW 

 
Dear Applicant: 
 
On February 29, 2024, the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) Wetlands Bureau received 
the above-referenced Standard Dredge and Fill Wetlands Permit Application (Application). On February 29, 2024, NHDES 
determined the Application was administratively complete in accordance with RSA 482-A:3, XIV. 
 
The Application has been added to the technical review queue for compliance review. This application shall be reviewed 
in accordance with the timeframes established under RSA 482-A:3, XIV. The language of RSA 482-A:3, XIV has been 
provided on the reverse of this document for your reference. The status of the application is available at 
https://www4.des.state.nh.us/lrmonestop/. 
 
Please note that with the 2022 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers NH General Permit, additional mitigation may be required 
under the Clean Water Act. If your project has 5,000 square feet or greater of non-tidal wetlands impacts, impacts to 
tidal wetlands, stream work greater than 200 linear feet or proposes discharge of dredge or fill material within a vernal 
pool depression, please contact the USACE at 1-978-318-8832, 1-978-318-8295, or by email at cenae-r-
nh@usace.army.mil to see if additional mitigation may be required from the USACE. 
 
Please note this letter is not a permit or authorization to begin work. If you have any questions, please contact the 
Wetlands Bureau at (603) 271-2147. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Melissa F. Rusinski 
Program Assistant I, Wetlands Bureau 
Land Resources Management, Water Division 

 
cc:  DEERFIELD MUNICIPAL  
 GZA GEOENVIRONMENTAL INC CONOR MADISON 
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RSA 482-A:3, XIV 
(a) In processing an application for permits under this chapter, except for a permit by notification, the department shall: 

(1) Within 10 days of receipt by the department, issue a notice of administrative completeness or send notice to the 
applicant, at the address provided on the application, identifying any additional information required to make 
the application administratively complete and providing the applicant with the name and telephone number of 
the department employee to whom all correspondence shall be directed by the designated department 
employee regarding incompleteness of the application. Each receipt of additional information in response to any 
notice shall re-commence the 10-day period until the department issues a notice of administrative 
completeness. Any notice of incompleteness sent under this subparagraph shall specify that the applicant or 
authorized agent shall submit such information as soon as practicable and shall notify the applicant or 
authorized agent that if the requested information is not received within 60 days of the notice, the department 
shall deny the application. 

(2) Within 50 days of the issuance of a notice of administrative completeness for projects where the applicant 
proposes under one acre of jurisdictional impact and 75 days for all other projects, request any additional 
information that the department is permitted by law to require to complete its evaluation of the application, 
together with any written technical comments the department deems necessary. Such request and technical 
comments may be sent by electronic means if the applicant or authorized agent has indicated an agreement to 
accept communications by electronic means, either by so indicating on the application or by a signed statement 
from the applicant or authorized agent that communicating by electronic means is acceptable. Any request for 
additional information under this subparagraph shall specify that the applicant submit such information as soon 
as practicable and shall notify the applicant that if the requested information is not received within 60 days of 
the request, the department shall deny the application. The department shall grant an extension of this 60-day 
time period upon request of the applicant. 

(3) Where the department requests additional information pursuant to subparagraph (a)(2), within 30 days of the 
department's receipt of a complete response to the department's information request: 
(A) Approve the application, in whole or in part, and issue a permit; or 
(B) Deny the application and issue written findings in support of the denial; or 
(C) Schedule a public hearing within 30 days in accordance with this chapter and rules adopted by the 

commissioner; or 
(D) Extend the time for rendering a decision on the application for good cause and with the written agreement 

of the applicant; or 
(4) Where no request for additional information is made pursuant to subparagraph (a)(2), within 50 days from the 

issuance of the notice of administrative completeness for proposed projects under one acre of jurisdictional 
impact, or 75 days for all others: 
(A) Approve the application, in whole or in part, and issue a permit; or 
(B) Deny the application and issue written findings in support of the denial; or 
(C) Schedule a public hearing within 30 days in accordance with this chapter and rules adopted by the 

commissioner; or 
(D) Extend the time for rendering a decision on the application for good cause and with the written agreement 

of the applicant. 
(5) Where the department has held a public hearing on an application filed under this chapter, within 45 days 

following the closure of the hearing record, approve the application in whole or in part, and issue a permit or 
deny the application and issue written findings in support of the denial. 

(b) (1) The time limits prescribed by this paragraph shall supersede any time limits provided in any other provision of  
law. The time limits prescribed by this paragraph shall not apply to applications submitted by the department of 
transportation, for which time limits shall be set by a memorandum of agreement between the commissioner of 
the department of environmental services and the commissioner of the department of transportation. If the 
department fails to act within the applicable time frame established in subparagraphs (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5), 
the applicant may ask the department to issue the permit by submitting a written request. If the applicant has 
previously agreed to accept communications from the department by electronic means, a request submitted 
electronically by the applicant shall constitute a written request. 

(2) Within 14 days of the date of receipt of a written request from the applicant to issue the permit, the department 
shall: 
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(A) Approve the application, in whole or in part, and issue a permit; or 
(B) Deny the application and issue written findings in support of the denial. 

(3) If the department does not issue either a permit or a written denial within the 14-day period, the applicant shall 
be deemed to have a permit by default and may proceed with the project as presented in the application. The 
authorization provided by this subparagraph shall not relieve the applicant of complying with all requirements 
applicable to the project, including but not limited to requirements established in or under this chapter, RSA 
485-A relating to water quality, and federal requirements. 

(4) Upon receipt of a written request from an applicant, the department shall issue written confirmation that the 
applicant has a permit by default pursuant to subparagraph (b)(3), which authorizes the applicant to proceed 
with the project as presented in the application and requires the work to comply with all requirements 
applicable to the project, including but not limited to requirements established in or under this chapter, and RSA 
485-A relating to water quality, and federal requirements. 

(c) If extraordinary circumstances prevent the department from conducting its normal function, time frames prescribed 
by this paragraph shall be suspended until such condition has ended, as determined by the commissioner. 

(d) The time limits prescribed by this paragraph shall not apply to an application filed after the applicant has already 
undertaken some or all of the work covered by the application, or where the applicant has been adjudicated after 
final appeal, or otherwise does not contest, the department's designation as a chronic non-complier in accordance 
with rules adopted pursuant to this chapter. 

(e) Any request for an amendment to an application or permit shall be submitted to the department on the appropriate 
amendment form. Any request for a significant amendment to a pending application or an existing permit which 
changes the footprint of the permitted fill or dredge area shall be deemed a new application subject to the 
provisions of RSA 482-A:3, I and the time limits prescribed by this paragraph. "Significant amendment" means an 
amendment which changes the proposed or previously approved acreage of the permitted fill or dredge area by 20 
percent or more, includes a prime wetland, or elevates the project's impact classification. This meaning of 
"significant amendment" shall not apply to an application amendment that is in response to a request from the 
department. 

(f) The department may extend the time for rendering a decision under subparagraphs (a)(3)(D) and (a)(4)(D), without 
the applicant's agreement, on an application from an applicant who, within the 5 years preceding the application, 
has been determined, after the exhaustion of available appellate remedies, to have failed to comply with this 
chapter or any rule adopted or permit or approval issued under this chapter, or to have misrepresented any material 
fact made in connection with any activity regulated or prohibited by this chapter, pursuant to an action initiated 
under RSA 482-A:13, RSA 482-A:14, or RSA 482-A:14-b. The length of such an extension shall be no longer than 
reasonably necessary to complete the review of the application, but shall not exceed 20 days unless the applicant 
agrees to a longer extension. The department shall notify the applicant of the length of the extension. 

(g) The department may suspend review of an application for a proposed project on a property with respect to which 
the department has commenced an enforcement action against the applicant for any violation of this chapter, RSA 
483-B, RSA 485-A:17, or RSA 485-A:29-44, or of any rule adopted or permit or approval issued pursuant to this 
chapter, RSA 483-B, RSA 485-A:17, or RSA 485-A:29-44. Any such suspension shall expire upon conclusion of the 
enforcement action and completion of any remedial actions the department may require to address the violation; 
provided, however, that the department may resume its review of the application sooner if doing so will facilitate 
resolution of the violation. The department shall resume its review of the application at the point the review was 
suspended, except that the department may extend any of the time limits under this paragraph and its rules up to a 
total of 30 days for all such extensions. For purposes of this subparagraph, "enforcement action" means an action 
under RSA 482-A:13, RSA 482-A:14, RSA 482-A:14-b, RSA 483-B:18, RSA 485-A:22, RSA 485-A:42, or RSA 485-A:43. 
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Department of Environmental Services 

 
Robert R. Scott, Commissioner 
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February 29, 2024 
 
ALLENSTOWN MUNICIPAL CLERK/CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
16 SCHOOL ST 
ALLENSTOWN NH 03275 
 
Re: Received Standard Dredge and Fill Wetlands Permit Application (RSA 482-A) 

NHDES File Number: 2024-00515 
Subject Property: Eversource G146 Transmission Line Right Of Way, Allenstown, Tax Map #ROW, Lot #ROW 

 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
On February 29, 2024, the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) Wetlands Bureau received 
the above-referenced Standard Dredge and Fill Wetlands Permit Application (Application). On February 29, 2024, NHDES 
determined the Application was administratively complete in accordance with RSA 482-A:3, XIV. Please note this letter is 
not a permit or authorization to begin work. 
 
Pursuant to RSA 482-A:11, III, if notification by a local conservation commission, local river management advisory 
committee, or the New Hampshire Rivers Council pursuant to this paragraph is not received by the department within 
14 days (March 14, 2024) following the date the notice is filed with the municipal clerk, the department shall not 
suspend its normal action, but shall proceed as if no notification has been made. Please include the NHDES file number 
on the written notification. 
 
Please provide a copy of this letter to all local level departments, boards, and commissions. Pursuant to current state 
laws and regulations, NHDES is not authorized to consider local zoning and regulatory issues pertaining to a project. 
These issues must be addressed at the local level. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Wetlands Bureau at (603) 271-2147. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Melissa F. Rusinski 
Application Receipt Center, Wetlands Bureau 
Land Resources Management, Water Division 

 
cc:  Local River Advisory Committee 
ec: NHDES Rivers Program 

http://www.des.nh.gov/

