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Item 1 – Chair’s Remarks 

Mr. Don Gates welcomed the committee and reviewed the day’s agenda. Mr. Gates reminded the 

committee that we are running the meeting without CEII protocols. Please be mindful of this and 

do not discuss technical details that could be considered CEII. 

 

Mr. Mike Henderson (ISO) advised the committee that the next DGFWG meeting is February 

27, 2015. Please register in advance. 

 

Item 2 – Greater Boston Preferred Solutions 

Mr. Brent Oberlin (ISO) provided an overview of the Greater Boston Preferred Solutions. 

 

Q - Can you characterize the short circuit issues in the Greater Boston area and what actions 

are you going to remedy the issues until the project is completed. 

A - ISO Operations is currently taking actions to mitigate the area issues as they arise and they 

will continue to do that until the project is in place.  

Q – Regarding Order 1000 compliance, can you address this process when it goes into effect? 

A – We anticipate that ISO will handle the needs assessment and when we analyze the potential 

solutions, ISO will pick from the various project sponsor submissions.  

Q – Regarding slide 19, why were the contingencies removed? 

A – Each segment was a different amount of contingencies and it was difficult to make accurate 

comparisons so we removed all the contingencies.  

Q – How would have the costs turned out if you didn’t back out the contingencies? 

A – I do not know exactly what the costs would have been if you account for the contingencies. 

However, it is unlikely that it would have eliminated the $250M delta between the AC and DC 

projects.  

Q – I believe it is inaccurate to state that there are no scenarios that would result in a greater 

than 50% cost overrun for the AC plan. 



A – Based on our review as well as the independent consultants review, we believe our figures 

are accurate. 

Q – Which AC cost estimates are you using? 

A - The costs estimates submitted to the state siting council. 

Q – Where are the items of timing and avoided congestion charges on the list of project selection 

criteria? 

A – It will be addressed in later slides as part of Construction Outage Requirements and Cost 

Impacts.   

Q – Did ISO do a constructability analysis of underground lines from Mystic to Woburn and 

Wakefield to Woburn?   

A – We did and we found no constructability issues with those two paths. 

Q - Regarding in service dates, are you accounting for the constructability or siting process 

timeline.  

A – We are reviewing the project sponsor submitted constructability timelines and projected in 

service dates.  

Q – Did you model Sealink at its full 520MW capability as it pertains to losses? 

A – We did model Sealink at its full capability.     

Q – Will the Mystic, Kingston and K Street breakers need to be upgraded in the future? 

A – We don’t know at this time. 

Q – Regarding the potential retirement of Mystic 7, is it predetermined that the AC plans will be 

required? 

A – We will need to look at all alternatives, to include market solutions, if the retirement comes 

to pass.    

Q – Has the ISO board reviewed this presentation? 

A – The ISO-NE board is fully briefed on the ISO decision. 

Q – Regarding slide 45, under the AC plan, one line includes a series reactor. Is there a reactor 

for the parallel cable? 

A – The two lines have different impedances and no series reactor is needed.  

Q - Will any of these upgrades be certified for FCA 10? 

A – Scobie-Tewksbury is under review by ISO for FCA 10 certification. 

 

Item 3 – EIPC Gas/Electric Update and Draft Target 2 Report 

Mr. Mark Babula (ISO) provided an update of the EIPC Gas/Electric Study. 

 

Mr. Babula then reviewed the EIPC Draft Target 2 Report. 

 

Q – Is the peak hour that you refer to in the report the electric peak hour? 

A - It is the coincidental peak of the electric and gas peak hour. It is assumed to be the same. 

Q – Did the S1 case include just oil or did it include LNG? 

A – It is a pricing version on oil versus gas. 



Q – Have the gas pipeline constraints in NY affect the amount of gas that can be pushed into 

New England? 

A – That is correct. 

Q – Can you make a graphical representation of the S15 case? 

A – I will take that back. 

Q – Are the LNG constraints physical or pricing? 

A – It is primarily pricing. LNG has priced itself out of the market. 

Q – Regarding slide 26, do any dual fuel resources show up on this slide? 

A – It would include dual fuel resources.   

 

Item 4 – Environmental Update 

Mr. Patricio Silva (ISO) provided a regional and national Environmental Update. 

 

Q - How many regional units will be affected by the Cooling Water rules? 

A – We are working on the list at this time.  

 

There were no additional comments or questions from the committee on this topic. 

 

Item 5 - New England Load Forecast Update 

Mr. Dave Ehrlich (ISO) provided a New England Load Forecast Update.  

 

Q – Does the net load forecast include the imbedded PV? 

A – It does.  

Q – Will the values change once you determine the PV impact? 

A – It will be revised but it is expected that the impact will be in the hundreds of MWs versus 

thousands of MWs.  

 

There were no additional questions from the committee on this topic. 

 

Item 6 - Stakeholder Process for Submission of Economic Study Requests 

Mr. Mike Henderson (ISO) outlined the Stakeholder Process for Submission of Economic Study 

Requests. 

 

There were no questions from the committee on this topic. 

 

Planning Advisory Committee meeting adjourned at 2:35 PM 
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