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Henniker, NH 03242

To the members of the House Resources, Recreation and Development Committee-

| appreciate this opportunity, as a life-long resident of Henniker, to provide comments to the
committee regarding my observations of how the state’s expansion of ATV privileges has
impacted quality of life in Henniker. Thank you again for your time in considering this difficult
issue, and | applaud the state for taking a step back and reviewing the state’s approach to

regulating ATVs.

In 2014, Henniker passed an ordinance, based on a newly enacted state law, which rapidly
expanded ATV riding privileges on paved and class VI roads across town. Since that time, the
number of issues with ATV use has grown in Henniker, and many residents are frustrated. Some

of the issues in Henniker include:

e Noise Issues:

o ATV users want to get out and explore less developed regions of New Hampshire. But
often, the areas that ATV users want to explore are already home to people who live there
expressly because of the peace and quiet those remote locations offer.

o ATVs operate at very high decibel ranges, often beyond what is permitted by law. Unlike
snowmobiles, ATVs operate during the summer at a time when residences are likely to
have their windows open, making the noise impact more pronounced.

o After expanding ATV use in Henniker, the Selectmen were overwhelmed with complaints
about noise, road, and property damage, and established an ATV committee to deal with
the issues. Attachment A has an example of how ATVs have impacted the aesthetics of
one neighborhood in Henniker.

e Trail, Road, and Property Damage:

o Increased ATV use is straining Henniker’s trails and Class VI roads. Class VI roads are a
common resource that many landowners rely on to access their properties. Henniker’s
Class VI road network has been deteriorating rapidly in the last few years. Attachments B
and C show how increased ATV use has strained Henniker's roads and trails. Without
significant improvement to the Class VI access roads, some property owners would not be
able to access their properties for enjoyment or timber harvesting.

o Property damage associated with ATV use has become common in town — ranging from
mud and ruts to larger acts of home vandalism and property destruction.

For the above reasons, | urge the committee to support House Bills HB630, HB660

and HB683 to provide protection to property owners and non-motorized road users.

| firmly believe that the vast majority of ATV users are respectful of other people and their property
rights. However ATV users have been granted a substantial expansion of privileges over the last
few years. It is time for the State of New Hampshire to start providing protections to property

owners who are adversely impacted by this expansion of ATV use.



Thank you for your consideration on this issue.

Sincerely-

I
Henniker, NH
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ATTACHMENT B — HENNIKER ROAD and TRAIL CONDITIONS

Date
November 4, 2018

Description

Chase Road (Class VI)
between Butter Road
and Quaker Street,
Henniker NH




ATTACHMENT B — HENNIKER ROAD and TRAIL CONDITIONS

Date
November 4, 2018

Description

Chase Road (Class VI)
between Butter Road
and Quaker Street,
Henniker NH
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ATTACHMENT B — HENNIKER ROAD and TRAIL CONDITIONS

Date
November 4, 2018

Description

Chase Road (Class VI)
between Butter Road
and Quaker Street,
Henniker NH




ATTACHMENT B — HENNIKER ROAD and TRAIL CONDITIONS

Date
November 4, 2018

Description

Temple Road (Class V)
intersection with Chase
Brook Trail, Henniker NH




ATTACHMENT B — HENNIKER ROAD and TRAIL CONDITIONS

Date
November 4, 2018

Description

Mink Hills Road Trail
Connector through
NHDOT Property,
Henniker NH. Authorized
in 2017 by HB 237
without permit by
NHDOT.




ATTACHMENT B — HENNIKER ROAD and TRAIL CONDITIONS

Date
October 31, 2016

Description

Intersection of Route 114
and Mink Hills Road Trail
Connector through
NHDOT Property,
Henniker NH. This area
has been filled since this
photograph to prevent
further erosion of Route
114 pavement.

Date
October 29, 2016

Description

Intersection of Route 114
and Snowmobile trail
used heavily by OHRVs,
Henniker NH.




Attachment C

Henniker Trail Conditions
2014 2017



Trail Conditions
2014 2017



Trail Conditions
2014 2017
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