
To the members of the HB 1182 committee looking at on road use of Off Road vehicles,

Recreational Off Road vehicles belong Off Roads.  The experiment of opening hundreds of 
miles of public roads in Coos County to Off Road Vehicles has failed - please listen to the 
people who live along those roads.   

7 Gorham households are suing the town and state to remove the nuisance of OHRV trails 
from their residentially zoned neighborhood.  The Court denied the state’s motion to be 
dismissed from the case.   Judge MacLeod rejected the state’s argument that OHRVs met the 
standard of “legalized nuisances.”    He found that “OHRVs differ fundamentally from other 
legalized nuisances….Whereas automobiles, trains and airplanes are ubiquitous to everyday 
life, OHRVs are not.  By definition, OHRVs are only used ‘for pleasure or 
recreational purposes.’  RSA 215-A:1VI”   “Moreover proposed OHRV trails must meet an 
extensive list of criteria, including being ‘reasonably compatible with existing uses.’ RSA 215-A:
43, II(g)"

Thus:  “The court finds that the legal standard advanced by the defendants…., is 
fundamentally unfair. It would effectively allow the state to foist the burdens of a highly 
regulated and potentially disruptive recreational activity upon a handful of private landowners 
without obtaining their consent or compensating them for their losses.”  and “The court finds 
that an interference that persists throughout the entire summer, depriving the plaintiffs of 
the enjoyment of their own homes and backyards from the end of May through the beginning 
of November every year, is of sufficient magnitude to constitute a taking.”
 
The State of NH has already spent over a quarter of a million dollars of precious NH tax dollars 
fighting to keep these OHRV trails, including Rte 2, rather than move them to a more 
appropriate location.

Gorham, NH Police dispatch reports 220 calls for service re: OHRV complaints from June 24- 
August 24, 2020.

In just those 2 months, there are 86 calls reporting OHRVs where they are prohibited- i.e. 
traveling down roads where they are not allowed or on private property.  Several of these 
roads have a posted speed limit of 50 mph.  The roads are all clearly marked to show where 
ATV use begins and ends.  

Gorham's OHRV trails are patrolled by 5 law enforcement departments: Gorham police, 
County Sheriff, Fish and Game, State Troopers and Division of Forest and Lands Rangers and 
the OHRV use is still disturbing the community and driving abutting residents out of their 
homes when OHRVs take over the roads.  No amount of policing or signage can restore the 
residential qualities of a neighborhood once a road is opened to OHRV traffic.



A few weeks ago I sat outside the White Mountain Cafe on Main St. in Gorham, with a friend 
for about 30 minutes.  It was a beautiful, warm sunny day, but our conversation was repeatedly 
interrupted by packs of OHRVs roaring by.  I was relieved to leave and return home - on a road 
where OHRVs are not allowed.  

Riders are advised to wear helmets with ear protection.  Cyclists, families out for a stroll, 
pedestrians and home owners wear no such ear protection.  The decibel scale is logarithmic, 
which means that 96 decibels are twice as loud as motorcycles.  The general public deserves 
to be protected from such damaging noise levels.

Opening up roads to Off Road vehicles makes our roads, neighborhoods and downtowns less 
livable, inviting and safe for everyone.  

With the impacts of climate change becoming increasingly more obvious, we need to be 
encouraging people use less gas and  bike and walk more - for climate health and community 
health.  And what of the manufacturers’ own recommendations that these vehicles are not safe 
on roads?

I hope this committee will take these serious problems to heart and recommend the end of 
road use by recreational Off Road vehicles.  The experiment has failed.  The legislature 
carefully crafted siting criteria for OHRV trails.  Please ensure that RSA 215-A 41,42,43 is 
followed for all OHRV trails and end the poorly vetted exemptions.  You are pledged to serve 
the citizens of this state, not Polaris profits.

Sincerely,
Abby Evankow
Gorham, NH

Attached is a typical Gorham Dispatch report from this summer, a letter to the editor and a 
sympathetic response to that letter:

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/xviii/215-a/215-a-mrg.htm
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DATE: 9/20/2020 
 
TO: Town Manager Denise Vallee 
 
FROM: Dispatch Supervisor Susan Dorval  
 
REF: Dispatch/Police Report for 8/23/2020 – 9/19/2020 
 
Total Calls for Service: 960 
Accidents:  3 
Fire: 10 
GEMS: 53 
Randolph: 13 
Shelburne: 9 
Unincorporated towns: 3 
Berlin PD: 5 
Sheriff Dept.: 4 
NH State Police: 7 
WMN Forest Service: 4 
F & G: 3 
OHRV: 72 
Lost/Injured Hiker:  7 
Border Patrol: 0 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan Dorval 
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