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SEC has jurisdiction over the X-178 Replacement 
Project because it is a “sizeable change.” RSA 162-
H:5, I (emphasis added).



• The “construct[ion] any energy facility.” RSA 162-H:5.
• “Energy facilities” includes: 

• “… electric transmission line of a design rating in excess of 100 kilovolts
that is in excess of 10 miles in length, over a route not already occupied 
by a transmission line.” RSA 162-H:2, I, VII.

• “sizable changes or additions to existing facilities.” 
RSA 162-H:5, I.

SEC jurisdiction



SEC “sizable change” factors

1. The size of the existing energy facility and the size of the proposed change.

2. Whether the proposed change will require the acquisition of new land.

3. Whether the proposed change will create a change in the capacity of the facility.

4. Whether the proposed change is merely the replacement of existing components of the facility 
as opposed to an expansion or increase in the size of the components.

5. Whether the proposed addition or change in the facility will disrupt the existing environment. 
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3. Whether the proposed change will create a change in the capacity of the 
facility.

• No, according to Eversource

• Disputed by members of the public and Towns



4. Whether the proposed change is merely the replacement of existing 
components of the facility as opposed to an expansion or increase in the size 
of the components.
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4. Whether the proposed change is merely the replacement of existing 
components of the facility as opposed to an expansion or increase in the size 
of the components.



5. Whether the proposed addition or change in the facility will disrupt the 
existing environment. 



5. Whether the proposed addition or change in the facility will disrupt the 
existing environment. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed project (only the proposed geo work) will include approximately 900 square feet of temporary impact for work platform placement in very poorly draining soils on the Town of Easton according to Eversource’s application for a geotechnical investigation within the ROW summitted to the NHDES wetlands bureau on Jan 20, 2025. 
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Assuming jurisdiction aligns with SEC’s purpose

RSA 162-H:1: Declaration of purpose:

“… the legislature finds that it is in the public interest to 
maintain a balance among those potential significant 
impacts and benefits in decisions about the siting, 
construction, and operation of energy facilities  … provide 
full and complete disclosure to the public of such plans ….”



Assuming jurisdiction aligns with SEC’s purpose

RSA 162-H:1: Declaration of purpose:

“… the legislature finds that it is in the public interest to 
maintain a balance among those potential significant 
impacts and benefits in decisions about the siting, 
construction, and operation of energy facilities  … provide 
full and complete disclosure to the public of such plans ….”



Assuming jurisdiction aligns with SEC’s purpose

RSA 162-H:1: Declaration of purpose:

“… the legislature finds that it is in the public interest to 
maintain a balance among those potential significant 
impacts and benefits in decisions about the siting, 
construction, and operation of energy facilities  … provide 
full and complete disclosure to the public of such plans ….”



Assuming jurisdiction aligns with SEC’s purpose



• X-178 Project: Complete replacement of 
115 kilovolt transmission line, 49 miles long

• New energy facility: “electric 
transmission line … in excess of 100 kilovolts 
… in excess of 10 miles in length, over a 
route not already occupied by a transmission 
line.” RSA 162-H:2, VII.
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RSA 162-H Time Provisions

• “Within 365 days of the acceptance of an application, the committee shall 
issue or deny a certificate for an energy facility.”  RSA 162-H:7, VI-d 
(emphasis added).

• “All state agencies having permitting or other regulatory authority shall report their 
progress to the committee within 150 days of the acceptance of the application, 
outlining draft permit conditions and specifying additional data requirements 
necessary to make a final decision on the parts of the application that relate to its 
permitting or other regulatory authority.” RSA 162-H:7, VI-b (emphasis added).

• “All state agencies having permitting or other regulatory authority shall make and 
submit to the committee a final decision on the parts of the application that relate to 
its permitting and other regulatory authority, no later than 240 days after the 
application has been accepted.” RSA 162-H:7, VI-c (emphasis added).
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