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way. from Pemi River

by Terrence Driggs,

‘. On January 28 at a meeting in North Woodstock’s white -

i clapboard firehouse, meeting hall and courtroom, men from
~the State Highway Department mel with a few Joeal

people about’ the replacement of high-tension lines along’

fNnnenstate 9Smmne w0 T |
.. It was a {friendly meeting, but: the .resu
';cvery precedent in the history of bureaucratic-citizen con-
frontation. The people won. ‘
ible from both  the' Tnterstat
highway, their main contern be-
ause it is 1 tourists conduil, and
Rte. 3 which is on the west side
of the river.

"3 Why they won is a difTicult
question to answer. I'll outline
" the problem Defore « trying - “to
answer. it. ' { . }

Interstate 93, pa

r't‘(')f tjl;c fed-

eral highway “system,  in heing efore . the plinx were miide
corgplructed  from  Campton  thru public, men from (.l_x,(: deparbimgnl
Tronconin Noleh: where' 16 will viiled Inndowners aod asked plar-
joir, an already completed sec- mission to survey - their rivier-

front land. . They then revealed,
jn_ pant, ‘the plans  for. the
Reaction was
vorable.: «© ¢ ¢

Ior one, the Pemipgewasset Ri-
ver, at the head ol - the heavily
polluted .. Merrimack. River Valley,
has ‘carried untreated . industrial

tion’ of the road, ' - :
* e highway has engendered
many disputes. Where to place
interchunges—each ..town = wants:
one for its tourist husginess, but
no man wants it on his property.
.The configuration . of -the” Notch -
portion has yet to be.decided, and.

has beeome  a battleground  for wastes for deeades, © Within the
promoters, © conservationinty, and ‘pust-few monthy, however, work
engineers. ! was - compleled  on a0 seweragre

'his  particular skirmish con- trealment plant ab the Vranconia

Paper Company, major polluter
of the upper valicy. for the first
time ‘this century, river fronlde
would be useful and valuable, |
The discovery thil it was Lo be
“doscernted”  shocked  the toym,
Tho Scleetmen were distuvbed he-
caude their tax hase  would he
further croded--they were already
losing. land  for the  highway.
Sportsmen and businessmen  had
been looking forward to the day
whep there would ‘be salmon in
the river again. Landowners
could sce the value of their pro-
perty increasing, Their hopes and
plans scemed to be dashed,

cerns high-tension® lines . which
presently run on the east side of
Rte. 175, exactly where I-03'is to~
* be built in Woodstock,

 Decause thé power company
now owns this land and becuuse
the State is taking it, . it is the
responsibility of the State to ob-
Lain other_ lund  for the use, of
the power company. 3 ;

USE FLOOD  PLAIN’
"In the interest of esthetics and
{hyift it was decided to place the
lines along the flood plain of the
Pomigewasset River, It would be
cheap beecnuse there would - have.
10 be less cutting and clearing
Mhan in the woods, The ]i,;:';.v:.;,'l
Trepartment felt that it would be|
csthetically  aceeptuble -« becnuse
ithe 'wir\'cs would be nearly Snviu-/

It contradicted

o

land. -
unanimously unfa-'

VTHIZ PEOPLYE UNITE
v.g/\lthmu:h fheve was’ no™opran-
/ited  opposition, the people\ soon
-conleseed wround  Dick  Hamhlon,
L Tlxetutive Diveetor of Ski 43 dnd
(i leader  of the  conservation-
oricnled public relations men in
the. North Country. ‘Lotters be-
.ofrane o to bombanrd L newspapers
i State * Representatives, Sl.nu;
- Senators, the Ixceutive Council
~ the ' Governor, and the Highway’
. “Department itself.
" "Highway Department Commis-
- Sloner Robert Whitaker called a
meeting at his office in Decem-
bu to" explain’ the department’s
i \mtimll plans for the power lines
! zLum its proposals . dealing  with
I .,hc‘ rond to go through Fran-
; 'conlm-Not(-h. Dick Hamilton, ¥Nxe-
0 cutive Councillor Stephen Simith
‘<-nn.-u-r\(n(,ion leaders and  meme
: h‘(‘l‘l’l ol l'.hu PUeIH  wore  inviloed,
| (a(){l\ll\l!‘{il()ll\‘l' Whitnler sid  that,
Epling for romoval of  the power -
lines were not definito, and wosli
be [pavefully studied belore o fin-
al decision was made,

)
|
|
'
)
'
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Lhe commissioner
:(‘(l. ol wbvong  Joeal
PARNsL s and  (he

HE

renined. -
sentimeht

A | power coni-
‘])..I‘H_V.\ plan, In fact, the OPPON; -
SO was much deeper g s

Hettery had i

suprprentod «<{he
wera delermined  (hat,
lines would not de
or the river,

people
! tha Dower
fuee Lhaeir Jand

EX/\.'\'I.INE J\L'I'ICHNA'I'IVY"H‘
During the yogt of l)cr;:'nl p
and much of Jununey the deg 7
ment exnmined ull.th\-
Uves Lo the flood pl.-n‘h
AL the January e
slock they placed
Lives before  Town
t\\‘nlc(‘-l.mon would
0 ¢hoose the { y
best for the tko“]')x]\tm ooy fhlnie
By this time the
hnd. been abandone
native route for the lines placed
11‘10}11 entirely within lhe“f"cu:
R:;nn. The earliey plan had 'm:??(’l
NOWVY away in xome shots te ol
compl tions |
This \plan

lopart-
alternga
: N(‘ht‘mx‘.
cting in Wooda
these altorny.
offficinls, The
have the Power

original plan
d. One alter-

to avai

i

with the railrogy

wis nh_im'iinn:\hlc ito
) f'fn‘_ the * vepy
the original one had
|

d,

the to\vnspeople
reusons
}‘C\‘H.
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Plang to bury the lines were re-

Jeeted immedintely heenven  he “present 176, There wag no room
cosl - Simtmillion  pep mile-—wiiy | Lo conlimue 175 helween Lhe oV
considered  ¢xeensive, Alto rejoct- ered bridgre and the I'pipolt Load.

ed by “the depurlment wag a Sug--!

The plin ns it how  stands
gestion that the lines be located |

calls for little culting ihto the

west  of  Route 3, the rough ! mountain, bul;,.mthcr, vast a-
terrain “made the expense pro- | .mounts  of filling, some small

hibitive, i part of which will be in the ri-
A sccond alternative placed | oL ? :
the lines o the east of Route 155, There will also be an inter-
but “oul of wight  of drivers .kn change at the ’Irmoh.Roud. l‘ms
103 1L would he expensive and will  serve W{\LC"V'”’J Vﬂ'_]‘!y
require the consent of the Nh- | when  the _ro:nl is made serviee-
tonal Iorest Serviee which 0\\’!:- ‘ able for winter use, and l’;’h’l]((f it
A n Yoont and. cnsier for tourists to use ithe pre-
e e ot the g sent - road and National Iorest
ACCEPT BURDEN" lands during the months when
Because of the added cost, it |  ‘they are open, .
would be necessary to retain the - As a result of the removal of
substation in Woodstock which & * the power lines and the elimin-
would have been moved to Camp- " ation of parts of 175, Commiss-
ton “had the flood plain“ plan been - sioner Whitaker has had {o ro-
aceepted. “ It was a burden Lthe't  “tract a promise he made when
people. were ready to aceept. o 1-93" was ‘being laid- out, It was
There aiso -would be -a delay | --hig .idea ' .to ' construct a2 -service
- heginning the installation of ! roil to open'up the lands :
the power lines, it was pointed |

oul, beenuse  negrotinbionns would
have 1o be initinfed between ihe |
state and the Iforest Service, The !
people were willing to ‘wait, t

Once the Forest Service
its approval,
means certain,
Public Roads,
Ziven ity olkay,

e linen
Jll‘(‘lli il,
‘valud

running:
has
there.

throwgi Pthat,
|
S b
SAVE COVERED BRIDGE 4 et
The covered bridige off 175 will
be saved, although Lrafje will run
on e sleel plructire, Lo he huilt,
nhout 400 feet below the covered

gives i
which is by no!
and the Burcau of
a federal agreney, |

the project \-"ill ‘

r0 nhend, | bridpe, = o conneet 195 wilhy ..
% i‘“‘ ld Roule 3, There will he nccess Lo
AIFFECTS HIGHWAY

the covered bridge  so that it
Afler their presentation on the | many be utilized as a minipark by '
power Jines, (he Highway ])n-l tourists, ’ :
pafftment  ofTicinls announced | The renction o {his disclosuro
that part of Route 175 will  be | wns pgencrally  unfavorable, Somey
climinated, This problem  was | objeeted o the yemoval of valu-
necessitated not by bureaucratic | able lands from the tax rolls. Jt:

necds, but by engineering stand- |

will also necessitate a new long-
ards for construction of 1-93.

; er more cxpensive  school  hus
Original plans of the Highway route, and make: it difiiealt for

epartment  had called for the | people living cast of the viver io
construction of I1-93 to the west ' get back and forth to Woodstbocl,

of 175. There would have been The evidence that “the, Iligh-
minor changes in 175, but it way Depavtment presentoed  was
would have covered the samo din-" much more convineing  than  tho
tunce and terrvitory it now enso il originally  made fov tho
serves, power lines, - And, thire {q ne

Sngrineering sindies by the de-'
pavbment — showed  Lhit,  al, i
Tripoli Rond iere wonld hnve Lo
bo cuts e doep ng 120 feol inlu‘
the side of “the mountnln, 1
order Lo assurd (he sufety of the
roud they would have Lo senlp
the mountnin (o ity Lop Lo prevent
iL from possibly sliding into frhe
rond., s |
" The northhound Tnnd wan plne- |
ed where the wsoutherly one lad |
bien planned,  The southbolind'
lane was placed directly over the/

——

wiy Lo huild (e rond nnd votnin
Pl e il now oxinty without, (11
Inge in the piver,

pwever, il Che Lownspeoplo’y
vielgry on the powerlines'is uny
‘precedent, the Highwiy  Dopanrt-
ment enn look for strong opposi-)

tion Lo thiy plan ny well, L :

st of -
the (highway., Now, with (he POW=

little development,
. 1! .
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[ tThe faet that g moxt strileiay
fubesi the entire encountet ix that
"volers  armed  with nothing  but
[ determination can sway the ex-
| pertise and bureaucratic power
{of a giant, wealthy and hereto-
(fore unassailable department of
ithe government,

' This leads into the why of the -

decision to allow the Selectmen
the final word on the placement
of the lines.  There are several
possibilitics:
1) This is an election year,
‘and the Governor must take tho
side of the  people. There has
been a lot of talk about the en-
" croachments of the state Zovern-
.ment upon the prerogatives of
the people. ’
i 2) The alternative
(the Selectmen g
i expensive for
revenues from
i xiver cannot
Sately, it will

chosen Dy
not much moye
the state, and while
tourist’s use of the
be forceast, aceur-
surely  becomoe an
importanl fishing:  spol, when ity
wankers are linadly clean, Trout
thave already been stocked,
© +3) Trom ithe Power, company’s
‘point of view, it will be cxpensive
Lo cut the clearances its lines ye-
Claquive, but (his cosb will cortainly
" ho passed alongr o ity ('u:ltmnur.«;,
b i will not be oul of pocket,
IL.\(-()nhl bo dillicult, 4o work on
thy power lines in the flood plain
anfiway if therve was hiprh watay,
Ihe now route will not presont,
that problem, I
i 4) Tho people of Wooditoel
| were willing 1o chanee delny of
j\ the road, and bay possibly higher

CORly Tor cleetvicity (o
thair land, These fuels could nog
!m\"v heen lost on ay  odlicinl
m s year of the politiciza tion

prolect

ol Souvivronmoen(al brotection,
Iiven  with theso ronsons, "\-\]]
ol which

e just possibilities, it

remaing  mogt I Pressive that -
the people wora nhlo Lo win, 1L iy
oF prenl inporelnneo thal this ju

the fivst elongy il
Lovy wgninst, eithey
lohby or n public
lost only prestige,

definilive viee
the  highway
utility. They
but it jy o

W hirst
Clor deendey ronds and power
liney huyn senvrved  (he lundseape,
t\‘l\-.";l,\'s e name of PrOfress,
Lhe people  are Now - heginling
to msk if  it. wag Progress) oy
;:1‘0\'(1.. Many have decided \ jt
wast the latter, And they halye

Just begun to fizht,
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