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By JACK McDOWELL

The relationship between elec-
ttric power facilities and the
“environment is a .matter of
“serious concern to Public Ser-
vice Co. of N. H.
Electricity will be needed in
ever incresing amounts in New
Hampshire during the 70°s.. New
Hampshire homes, msﬂmm and
industries .are amamb&:m miere
and more electricity every yvear.
The result of this demand is. it
. has been projected, that Public
g Service will have 4o provide
P twice as much electric power
. Just - -eight years from now as

ithe company is providing Samf
__ This means building = new

4
_H

-~ pollution

‘. mm:mnmr:n mﬁm:osm. more elec-

to Protect Environme

tric lines, additional substations

+ and other electrical facilities.

- This growth presents a chal-
lenge to Public Service- to
construct the required electric
facilities and, at the same time,
maintain a proper balance
" between economic and reliable
electric service and the effort of
the facilities on the environ-
ment. ) :

" Actions Not New
Environmental concern and
_action is not new at Public
Service.
As many as 30 years ago,
Public Service was installing air

_control devices at

mm:m_.mzsm stations.

To date, - .m.:a__a mm::nm smm

e I

spent $1.5 million on this
equipment. This year, another
$500,000 will be spent on add:+
tional precipitators at- the
Merrimack Generating Statior
in Bow. These precipitators wiii
remove substantially all the fix
ash from the stack effluents.

Another concern of the com-
pany if finding what effect the
warm water that is beirz
discharged into rivers from

—

generating plant condensers wi?

~ have on fish and other aquaiiz

matter.

Since 1967, Public Service, iz
conjunction with the State
Water Supply and Pollutioz
Control Commission and the
N.H. Fish and Game Dept.,

/@,.. b

__ Public Service Co. of N.H. Seeks

Vi
studied the thermal effects on®
the Merrimack River of the
Merrimack Station in Bow.
Results are being analyzed
and Public Service will take all
the necessary precautions to Tos
minimize any adverse effects. m ﬁ L = 3
The company will meet it’s < Q@O =
responsibility to satisfy all < e =z
water quality standards and S 24 83 -
regulations set by the NH. . oS
Water Supply and Pollution C - m & i
Control Commission. = -
As Public Service plans for ¢ TS = =
the future needs for more £ a1
generating facilities, it is taking [ 3> Vo
into consideration all environ- , . eowaZ 7
mental factors. . il Fo. = = 7
 Considers Aesthetics g ] WM mu._“,,
In the overall A.%mnw:o: om an O muv m,
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- clectric company, another cn--
vironmental consideration must

be given attention and that is
aesthetics.

A primary mxm.BEm of Public
Service’s commitment to im-

proving the appearance of its
4 facilities is the company’s new
i policy regarding the under-

| grounding of distribution elec-

tric lines. This policy should
encourage more underground
distribution throughoul the com-
pany’s service areds because, in
many cascs, il provides [or
equal sharing of the extra cosls
of undergrounding hetween  the

company and the developer or .
cuslomer,
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lechnical and economic barriers
which must be overcome bcfore
transmission lines can be placed
underground for long distances.

Public Service’s present poli-
cies for the construction of
transmission lines call for
wooden H-[rame construction or
steel structures designed to be

-as altraclive as possible. In
transmission .

additlion, * where
lines cross roads and highways,
a barrier of trees within (he
vight-of-way s left for a deplh
of 650 feel. "This concept, often
referred to as scereening, makes
the right of-way less noliccablo
oflen lo the passing molorisl,

Al present, there are many
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working to Improve the appear-
ance of all of its facilities.
Proper landscaping is used to
cnhance the -.appearance of
buildings and substations and _
new ‘“low profile” construction
is being used in many cases
when new substations are built,

These are only a few exam- |
ples of Public Service's strides

toward protecting (he environ- |
ment fn New Hampshive. There |
is a lot move fto do, and Public?
Service's management has
pledped to conduct ils operation
50 as Lo prolect and enhance the
quallly of New Tampshire's
eavironmenl, (o the maximum

Public Service Is continually
extenl practicable,
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